Introduction
This paper offers an explanation of how space, time and sensory experience function in public conversation around environmental policy in an age of scientific subjectivity (Latour 2004) . Its aim is to support analysis of blockages and seemingly contradictory events in the production of environmental policy, such as climate campaigner Al Gore's endorsement of mining magnate Clive Palmer's parliamentary strategy that ended Australia's carbon tax (Massola, Arup and Aston 2014) . Like the Palmer-Gore press conference, this paper locates the significance of an event in Oz 1 within broader environmental discourse (Dryzek 2005) .
The claims made here are drawn from an empirical study of the social negotiation of meanings of environmental threats and solutions in relation to the North Port Quay (NPQ) property development, proposed for construction over urban coastal waters in Western Australia. In justifying the imposition of this walled island town over 345 hectares of seabed near Fremantle Port, the project consortium claimed that NPQ could become 'the world's first carbon free development' (Fremantle Herald, June 14, 2008) . Despite being promoted as a sustainable development, the project was blocked by community resistance channelled through localized practices of institutional democracy. Analysis of this case offers insights into how green spaces are negotiated between heterogeneous readings of ecological threats and antagonisms stimulated by threats to people's sensory experiences of familiar environments. NPQ was promoted as an important sustainable development in the face of global ecological crisis, but it was seen by many as an imposed immediate threat to local environment, particularly beaches. Community resistance to the project was successful because the dominant environmental problem associated with the project shifted rapidly in public conversation from proponents' description of long-term global ecological threats to opponents' talk of the project immediately threatening their local environment, where beach aesthetics were a powerful trigger for social action. People were moved by an immediate call to defend the beach, not by a scientific demand to allow a 'significant demonstration of the carbon-constrained future' (Fremantle Herald, August 16, 2008) .
Standing for 'our beaches' (Fremantle Herald, August 30, 2008 ) was a powerful symbol that unified popular resentment against coastal property development. It worked because it engaged people's desire to restore sensual experience of the local environment. This desire -symbolized by defending 'our beaches' -was sufficiently moving and ambiguous for it to be the empty signifier that unified a local popular movement blocking North Port Quay. This case demonstrates how space, time and sensory experience function in public conversation and policy making around the contested site of a proposed ecological improvement project.
Global ecological crises and localized environmental movements
This case study builds on the work of Maarten Hajer in analysing social constructions of environmental problems, policy solutions and localized community responses. Hajer (1995) applied discourse analysis techniques to describe how environmental policymaking around acid rain was influenced not just by interest groups but by institutional practices and the interplay of narrative and metaphor as well as naturalisation and omission. Hajer also found that sensory experience -such as parliamentary excursions to sites of dying trees -could be employed to influence policy even if representation of sensory experience was problematized by demands for scientific evidence. This power of sensory experience was investigated further by Hajer (2003) in a study of community reaction to a state-sponsored ecological improvement program. Hajer's study described a diverse group of people forming a contingent social movement in response to 'the looming threat' (97) of environmental change being imposed in a rural area by the Dutch government. Symbolizing naturalized rural aesthetics -by installing giant picture frames within fields -helped to unify a community frontier against the government's 'nature development' policy of replacing farmland with a more diverse ecology (Hajer 2003, 90) . This frame-in-the-fields social movement demonstrated how nature development policy threatened its members' idealized landscape. The policy made them aware of what they felt 'attached to, thus influencing people's sense of collective identity' (Hajer 2003, 89) . The movement came together when its members' subjective attachment to a particular system of meaning was threatened. Disruption to a system of meaning stimulates antagonism as people construct an enemy responsible for preventing the realization of their lived-out identities (Howarth 2000) . The antagonized may be contingently unified in a social movement if their heterogeneous demands against an enemy are incorporated in an empty signifier (Laclau 2005) . That is, a signifier that links the variety of demands in a chain of equivalence. Arguably, the frame in the fields, described in Hajer's (2003) work, functioned as an empty signifier supporting a variety of demands: from calls for local input on environmental policy to a general longing for the way of life idealized in representations of Dutch landscape painting. Aesthetics is important because radical emotional investment in the empty signifier motivates people to unify behind a community frontier (Laclau 2005 ). This investment is stimulated by affect: the 'visceral forces… other than conscious knowing' that drive human thought and movement (Gregg and Seigworth 2010, 1) . Indeed, Thrift (2008) has shown how affect plays an increasingly important role around local targets for political action. Laclau (2006) has appealed to psychoanalytical theory to explain how this dynamic operates through subjects' emotional response to an object. The gap between objet petit a and the Thing in Lacanian theory is the basis of all signification, argues Laclau (2006) ; and this symbolic mediation relies on the operation of sensory experience. While Freud (1991) associated sensual experience with desire for the maternal object, Kristeva saw potential social power in the heterogeneity of this object: 'mother-woman is a rather strange "fold" (pli) which turns nature into culture, and the "speaking subject" (le parlant) into biology'… this heterogeneity… literally explodes with pregnancy -the dividing line between nature and culture' (Kristeva & Goldhammer 1985, 149) . Returning to Freud, Copjec (2004) argued that subjects were motivated by partial drives that content themselves with 'the simulacra of the lost (maternal) object' (34). The psychoanalytical sense of the relation between objet petit a -as in 'I love in you something more than you' (Lacan 1981, 268 ) -and Freud's drives elucidated by Joan Copjec (2004) can provide a way of understanding how the relation between beloved object and affective investment is a source of dissatisfaction stimulating the fabrication of community laws and ideals (Copjec 2004) . It could be said that discourse is fuelled by sensory experience and desire for something missing. But how does this subjectivity to sensory experience and desire for something missing operate in the dynamics of environmental discourse? Analysing public conversation around a proposed green building project can provide an answer because it typically includes representations of environmental problems as well as local knowledge, heritage and affective investments as well as narratives of future solutions to global ecological crisis.
Green buildings and engaged publics
Built environments are seen as important sites for negotiating responses to ecological crisis since they can be shown to account for a third of the world's energy-related carbon dioxide emissions (Koeppel and Ürge-Vorsatz 2007) . Actors within the building industry have promoted green building as a solution to the crisis, particularly the ecological threat of climate change (Miller 2010 (Lucy and Mickler 2006) . Analysing a sample of texts from public campaigns for and against a green building project can provide insight into the operation of space, time and sensory experience in environmental discourse.
Methodology
Discourse analysis techniques were applied in a close reading of texts containing representations of ecological threats in an empirical study of a proposed green built environment project: North Port Quay in Fremantle, Western Australia. The analytical approach relied on a synthesis of theoretical insights on environmental discourse (Hajer 1995 , Harvey 1996 , Bakker and Bridge 2006 , and While et al. 2010 , antagonism (Howarth 2000) and property relations (Harvey 2000) , popular movements (Laclau 2005) , affective investment (Copjec 2004) , media and political engagement (Dahlgren 2009 ), representations in place (Scollon and Scollon 2003) and the symbolic function of beaches in Australia (Perera 2009 containing a reference not just to the project but also to an ecological threat, environmental threat or their proposed solutions. These corpus texts were transcribed and stored in a server as word processor texts and digital images for reflexive coding (Rapley and Flick 2007) by media sources, speaker cases, thematic nodes, chronological phase and media genre. After coding, the corpus was examined for indications of discursive mechanics (Chouliaraki 2008a , and 2008b , Hajer 1995 , intertextuality (Shapiro 2001) and interdiscursivity (Bhatia 2008 ). Methods of corpus-supported critical discourse analysis (Lee 2008) were also applied to identify significant objects and transformations in the corpus. Further research into these significant objects was conducted by reviewing relevant literature and undertaking on-site place readings. The analysis focussed on meanings and identities, and how these influenced truth production by policy-making institutions.
The remoteness of Utopia
The North Port Quay consortium was inspired and led by Greg Poland of Strzelecki Poland positioned NPQ as an enduring project that would produce future heritage rather than vandalize local heritage; plausibly, the tourist-attracting, colonial heritage of Voiceover: Nestled between Indian Ocean and Perth, North Port Quay will set a new standard in environmentally sustainable development. North Port Quay will set the standard by which all other developments will be judged. Homes and businesses will be powered by wind, wave and solar energy. It will be a carbonfree development that actually creates a better environment.
The voiceover described NPQ as 'a place for people with homes, schools, cafes, beaches, fishing platforms, cycle paths and walkways', but the simulation showed nobody cycling, walking or fishing. Instead, cars drove over bridges and along the seawall around the hyper-modern town. This inconsistency was detected by media workers reporting NPQ's launch (ABC News WA 2008) on 29 May:
Reporter: The development would be powered with renewable energy
VLS High Angle. Simulation of urban islands behind seawall. Camera pans left.
Reporter: but with cars allowed on the islands the proponents were forced to qualify
MS High Angle. Simulation of seawall, with cars on it, a canal in middle ground and buildings, roads and trees in background. Camera pans right along seawall with cars travelling upon it.
Reporter: their claim that it would be one of the world's first carbon-free developments.
CS. Peter Newman sitting in the same place as Project Director Chris Carmen was earlier. Subtitle: 'Peter Newman NORTH PORT QUAY'.
Peter Newman: It's going to be carbon-free in terms of the the way in which the people who are living there are powered. corresponding solution is a significant feature of ecological modernization (Hajer 1995) and green building (Kerr 2009) discourses. Yet, the lack of a mutually supporting ecological threat and solution in NPQ's popular reading does not explain how local audiences became so antagonistically unified against the project.
LS

The immediacy of 'our' environment
Besides the problematic positioning of NPQ solving ecological threats, the analysis found that its threatening imposition stimulated its own resistance. 2 NPQ antagonized local people by threatening their love of objects experienced in their environment. NPQ threatened their desire to restore sensual experience of these environmental objects, and this desire unified a popular discursive frontier against NPQ.
Representations of environmental destruction or threats of destruction in the corpus were most commonly associated with local beaches and coastal places. The merging of culture and nature was a key feature of environmental threats in representations against NPQ. These threats were seen from readers' particular positions.
Threats from an aggravated natural environment were often articulated as threats to cultural objects such as buildings, a car park or a veggie patch. Threats to the natural environment were articulated as threats to particular environmental experiences or aesthetics. The threat of NPQ disrupting the vista from Port Beach, for instance, was a threat to the relations between people and what they could see and otherwise sense in the immediate environment:
I SAW a whale the other day at Port Beach, North Fremantle… close enough to point out to my 3-year-old twin boys.
They saw its fin and tail splash out of the water and I thought how lucky we were.
Then I looked towards Rous Head and tried to imagine high-rise buildings... I couldn't picture it -it was all too ugly and destroying the moment I was having with the whale. The editor's response to this letter suggests that NPQ was being read as a process of appropriating the aesthetic then selling it to others. The representation of NPQ threatening people's aesthetic relation to local environmental objects characterized local vox populi resistance to the imposition of NPQ.
Desire to restore sensual experience
The local immediate threat of North Port Quay to the bodily experienced environment of readers stimulated the construction of a discursive frontier (Laclau 2005 this reading of a populist discourse aggregating around the protection of beaches: the most common word appearing after the word 'our' in the corpus was 'beaches' as in 'our beaches' (Kerr 2012a) . Eighteen incidences of 'our beaches' were found in the corpus (Table 1) , followed by eight incidences of 'our city' then seven of 'our children' and seven of 'our state' (Table 2) .
<insert Table 1 here> Table 1 . Incidents of 'our beaches' with narrow context in the corpus <insert Table 2 here>   Table 2 . List of at least 4 'our <word>' incidences found in the corpus
The word combination 'our beaches' first appeared in an expression about NPQ seeming like 'the end of Fremantle and our beaches' (Fremantle Herald, July 26, 2008) .
It was then articulated as 'Protect our beaches' by an image of The Greens candidates on Port Beach in a campaign advertisement (Fremantle Herald, August 16, 2008) . This making a stand on 'our beaches' against housing over the seabed and other threats worked to signify a range of heterogeneous demands while constructing a frontier dividing society (Laclau 2005) into the people standing for 'our beaches' and those against them. For example, the following opinion column indicates a radical emotional investment in 'our beaches' that is not about the beach as such but about 'our' relation to the beach:
When I was a child I could walk all the way from South Beach… I could explore or fish almost anywhere... We have been physically cut off from much of our access to the beach and we are now being visually cut off from the water, for example by… North Port Quay… (Fremantle Herald, August 23, 2008) Emotional investment in subjective attachment to beaches supported the mythical fullness of 'our beaches' functioning as the empty signifier linking a variety of demands (Laclau 2005 ) such as those mentioned further down the column:
… which brings up quite a number of unanswered problems. For example, the effects of climate change and rising sea levels, the erosion of beaches north of the development, the massive traffic problems that would arise when a population of 15,000 to 20,000 new residents are installed, and associated parking problems from this massive increase of traffic, the huge disruption throughout the whole development stage (up to 10 years), the blocking of the views of the ocean, etc.
(Fremantle Herald, August 23, 2008) The variety of demands -some clearly supported by the logic of existing relations of property ownership 4 -incorporated by the empty signifier unified a discursive community frontier against those who would interfere with the subjective attachment of 'our beaches':
Confronted with NPQ and other developmental threats to the sea coast, most of us in the Perth region would strongly argue that our beaches are infinitely more important… than the narrowly-focussed, though massive-scale investment interests of the international and WA yachting/recreational boating lobby… Professor Peter
Newman consistently fails to grasp this, despite his repeated usage… of the buzz word 'sustainability'… (Fremantle Herald, August 23, 2008) Professor Newman attempted to breach this discursive frontier around the people of 'our beaches' against NPQ by positioning the project with the people in a letter to the
Fremantle Herald:
Many people… have written saying we must protect our beaches from NPQ. NPQ will not harm beaches. It has been redesigned after public consultation… to be part of the protected beach system… (Fremantle Herald, August 30, 2008) In the same edition, a full-page advertisement by Save Freo Beaches Alliance asked:
'Who can you trust to protect our beaches? ' (Fremantle Herald, August 30, 2008) . A facing page advertisement, for Adele Carles and another Greens candidate, answered:
'We will fight them on the beaches!' The NPQ threat became a major news event:
IT'S D-Day as developers continue their assault on our beaches, with the mother of all developments, the $10 billion North Port Quay, announced for Rous Head. The defence of 'our beaches' against NPQ can be understood as a localized popular movement to conserve beach aesthetics in which its subjects were motivated by contentment of their partial drives for 'simulacra of the lost (maternal) object' (Copjec 2004, 34) . These drives to recover a forgotten sensual experience operate at a subconscious level, but were stimulated by imagery in the discursive contest around North Port Quay. Like the maternal object, the beach offers heterogeneity of meanings exceeding nature and culture categories in the symbolic mediation of discursive order.
This excess meaning is the source of 'our beaches' symbolic power. Interestingly, suggestions of 'our beaches' were often combined with maternal symbols in the texts, such as the front-page photograph of Lynn MacLaren and Adele Carles taking a stand on the beach 'to put a protective green blanket over Freo's beaches' (Fremantle Herald, The ecological threats they represented in support of NPQ were read in heterogeneous ways that did not support a popular reading of the project as an environmental solution.
Instead, spatially and temporally immediate threats from the project were more meaningful than the global future threats represented by project proponents. The spatial radicalism of this simulated, walled town off the coast of Fremantle triggered a powerful local conservative response operating through subjects' drives, represented as desire to conserve sensually experienced objects of the local coastal environment. This desire for 'our beaches' functioned as the equivalence required to link diverse people with diverse demands behind an effective discursive frontier.
Conclusion
The 4. The North Port Quay case is an example of the contradictory relations in urban development described by Harvey (2000) , who argued that tensions in these relations were a product of a collision between spatial utopias and utopianism of the free-market process. Ideal places were threatened by the coming to ground of free-market utopianism, requiring new spaces for capital accumulation to continue. 
